[Acute intestinal obstructions in adults: quantified semiology (signs and their value) and surgical treatment].
The prevalence of signs and symptoms of acute intestinal obstruction in the adult was studied in a prospective study of 600 cases extracted from a data base on acute abdomen in 7,000 patients. This study of prevalence allows a precise definition of intestinal obstruction syndrome and to differentiate two types of presentations according to the site of obstruction on the small bowel or the colon. However, it is more difficult to differentiate simple bowel obturation from vascular strangulation. Surgical treatment depends mainly on the cause of obstruction.